Theme: Homework
Topic: Parents should not do their children’s homework.
Duration: approximately 90 minutes
________________________________________________________________________
Chairperson, Ladies, Gentlemen and Fellow Students,

According to the educational discussion group at www.cof.org.za, students in grades 4 to 7 should not spend more than 90 minutes per day on homework. 


I agree … and recommend that this time be budgeted as follows:
 
- 10 minutes looking for the homework assignment
- 23 minutes calling a friend to find out what the homework assignment is, and
discussing that only someone who hates children would come up with such an assignment
- 8 minutes in the bathroom
- 15 minutes getting a snack
- 7 minutes checking the TV Guide to make sure your homework is finished before your favourite program comes on
- 11 minutes complaining to your parents that the teacher never explained the assignment properly
- 16 minutes sitting at the kitchen table watching your Mom or Dad do the assignment

Sounds familiar? Yep, this seems to be the way most students – and their parents - handle that pesky little part of life, called homework. So, if an adult woman says “I’ve done my homework”, it may not necessarily be a figure of speech to indicate that she’s prepared and know what she’s talking about. In some (if not most) cases it may literally mean that she’s done her child’s homework.

So what’s the use in giving students homework, if the parents end up doing it anyway?
There is no use! Nothing, zilch, nada! Isn’t it obvious?? And if it’s so obvious, why do parents still deprive their children of valuable knowledge and skills in this way?
Because it saves time? Because it’s easier?  That may be…but only for now,….. because the children who never do their homework, become the adults who end having to work so much harder everyday to survive in the real world.

According to Professor Kobus Maree from the University of Pretoria, homework is not just about securing knowledge and skills, but also about the attitude that can shape a person’s future career.

Fellow Students, I’ve done my homework on this topic…and the only possible conclusion I could come to is this: Do your own homework! 
Parents, you may - and should - advise and encourage,…. but no matter how sweetly they beg and plead, no matter what excuses they come up with…you should NEVER do your children’s  homework for them. Let them work and think for themselves, so they’ll know how to when they have to.

All work and no play may very well make Jack a dull boy, but all play and no work, will certainly make Jack a very poor man.

 
